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AGENDA 
• EU-Spirit Overview 

– Historical background 

– Technical background 

– Current status and examples 

 

• European projects like Rail Baltica Growth Corridor 
– Project idea (making use of EU-Spirit) 

– EU-Spirit enhancements 
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EU-SPIRIT: EU-PROJECT 1998-2001 
(OBJECTIVES) 

• Developing a customer-friendly, Internet-

based information network based on 

existing travel planners offering door-to-

door public transport information in local 

languages across Europe. 

 

• Demonstration of this system using 

different links between the participating 

travel planning system operators. 
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EU-SPIRIT: EU-PROJECT 1998-2001 
• German DELFI concept as of 1997 

• EU - R&D project with 36 partners 

• Start: late 1998 

• Partners from Sweden, Denmark, Austria, 

Italy and Germany  

• Long distance by rail 

• Available on the Internet since 2000  

• End of R&D project: Summer 2001 

• Öresund Bridge opening 2000 

 

 

 

     Continuous service 
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CURRENT EU-SPIRIT SERVICE 
National or regional travel planners 
• Alsace  (FR) 
• Baden-Württemberg (DE) 
• Berlin-Brandenburg (DE) 
• Gothenburg (SE, end of 2011) 
• Hamburg (DE) 
• Lorraine (FR, expected 2012) 
• Luxembourg 
• Northern Germany (DE) 
• 9292 Netherlands (expected 2012) 
• Rejseplanen (DK) 
• Rhein – Neckar (DE) 
• Saarland (DE) 
• Samtrafiken (SE) 
• Schleswig-Holstein (DE) 
• Skanetrafiken (SE) 
• Stockholm (SE, as of 2011) 
• Warsaw (PL) 

 
Long-distance route information 
• Rail service between participating regions  
• Worldwide flights (flugplan.de) 
• Baltic Sea Ferries (as of 2012) 
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SYSTEM CONCEPT 

6 



Part-financed by the European Union  (European Regional Development Fund) 

ADVANTAGES OF EU-SPIRIT 
• Customer service based on existing travel planners 

– international door-to-door itineraries retrieved via internet 
– from / to all participating systems (supplier independent) 
– information presented in local languages customers are familiar with 
– Today planned timetable; realtime information to be integrated 

 
• High service quality due to a distributed system 

– actual content and all updates are available 
– available from all participating systems for all connected systems 

 
• Existing services of local systems can be used: fares, maps, POI‘s or addresses 

 
• Low cost solution: Minimizing technical and administrative efforts 
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RESULTS AND OUTLOOK 
• The EU-Spirit system works stable and sufficient 

• EU-Spirit benefits the customers and providers 

• EU-Spirit effort is acceptable for system operators 

• Addtional information providers can be integrated easily 

 
Providers and system are open for additional members  

Open for geographical enlargement 

 Striving for functional and content extensions (e. g. ferries) 
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BERLIN – LUND BY TRAIN VIA HAMBURG (VBB) 
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BERLIN – LUND BY PLANE VIA COPENHAGEN (VBB) 
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MALMO – OULU BY PLANE (SKANETRAFIKEN) 
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WARSAW – MALMÖ BY TRAIN (ZTM WARSAW) 
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HAMBURG – REYKJAVIK (REJSEPLANEN) 

13 



Part-financed by the European Union  (European Regional Development Fund) 

INTERREG PROJECT 
RAIL BALTICA GROWTH CORRIDOR 

• INTERREG  IVB; October 2010 – June 2013 
– Enhancing the competitiveness and accessibility of cities and regions in the Eastern Baltic Sea Region 
– Especially improving the railway corridor connecting the Eastern Baltic Sea Region 

 
• Making use of existing EU-Spirit services (WP 5 “Connectivity Pilot”) 

– Extending service network around the Baltic Sea 
– Integrating complete Rail and Ferry information for long distance 

 
• Integrating additional systems 

– Warsaw already done (via INTERREG IVC project CAPRICE) 
– Poznań (via German EFRE project e-Kom) 
– Łódź and Białystok (to be clarified) 
– Helsinki / Finnish system (to be clarified) 

 
• Developing appropriate stakeholder concept including 

– Baltic States / St. Petersburg 
– Solutions for future cooperation 

14 



Part-financed by the European Union  (European Regional Development Fund) 

EXTENDING EU-SPIRIT SERVICES IN 
THE RBGC PROJECT 
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CONNECTIVITY PILOT (1):  
EXTENDING RAIL SERVICE IN EU-SPIRIT 

• Rail service integration concept  

– Key element for overall Baltic Sea Region (I) 

• Clarification of system maintanance 

– Information provided by DSB 

• Technical integration into EU-Spirit (central components) 

• Integration of European stations as start and destination 

• Extending existing EU-Spirit moduls 
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CONNECTIVITY PILOT (2): 
FERRY SERVICE INTEGRATION IN EU-SPIRIT 

• Ferry service integration concept  
– Key element for overall Baltic Sea Region (II) 

– Main prerequisite for Finnish integration in EU-Spirit 

• Clarification of timetable data maintanance and management 

• Technical integration into EU-Spirit  

• Defining Interconnections 
– between public transport, rail and ferries 

– for intermodal information (metadata) 

• Extending existing EU-Spirit moduls 
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CONNECTIVITY PILOT (3):  
INTEGRATION OF FINNISH SYSTEMS INTO EU-SPIRIT 
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SUMMARY: PROJECT GOALS 
• International Public Transport information around the Baltic Sea, e.g. for 

– Berlin <> Poznań <> Łódź / Warsaw / Białystok 
– Helsinki <> Stockholm; including local public transport and long distance services 
– Malmö <> Poznań for visiting EURO 2012 

 
• International rail information and ferry timetables, e.g. for 

– Tampere <> Stockholm by train and ferry or flight 
– Berlin <> Vilnius by train and ferry or flight 
– Stockholm <> Tallinn by flight or ferry 

 
• Development of future cooperation model for 

– cooperation of information service providers 
– financing of network maintanance (central technical components) 
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THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
FOR YOUR ATTENTION! 
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Juergen Ross 
Division Head 
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